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Upcoming  Dates (live version available 

on the website)

June

5th Children return to school

6th Year 3 swimming

7th Female Empowerment Pitch Event for Y5 girls
Y5 to Hurlingham Club
School Tour

12th Year 1 and 2 Stay and Share Sessions

13th Year 3 swimming

14th School Tour

15th Year 1 to 3 Barnes Children's Literature Festival

16th 1st School Council Meeting
Year 4 to 6 Barnes Children's Literature Festival

20th Year 3 swimming

21st School Tour
Year 4 / 5 Art Exhibition (TBC)
Year 4 trip to Thomas's Clapham for DT activity 
Y5 to Hurlingham Club

22nd Sports Day
Y6 Citizenship workshop

27th Year 3 swimming

28th School Tour
Year 4 Art Buddies
Y5 to Hurlingham Club
Y6 Girls football tournament



Upcoming  Dates (live version available 

on the website)

July

3rd Reception and Year 4 Outdoor Learning

3rd - 6th Year 5 and Year 6 Residential Trip to Stonewall in Kent

4th Year 5 and 6 Outdoor Learning
Year 3 swimming

5th School Tour
Year 3 Outdoor Learning
Year 5 to Hurlingham Club

6th Year 1 Outdoor Learning

10th Announcement of Teacher placement for next academic year
Pupil Transition Day where children spend time with their new teacher

11th Year 3 swimming

12th School Tour
Year 5 to Hurlingham Club

18th Year 3 swimming

19th School Tour
Year 5 to Hurlingham Club
Year 6 Evening Event

21st Last Day of the academic year - 2pm finish



Attendance and Punctuality 
The attendance rate for the children at Thomas’s Academy has historically been high because you 
value your child's education and you know each day is important. However this academic year, our 
attendance figures have fallen below national average for the first time. 

This is incredibly disappointing, as I’m sure you’ll agree. Illness has certainly played a big factor in this, 
especially at the tail end of the Autumn term. Spring term attendance was similar to Autumn. Let's 
work together to make sure the ambition remains for excellent attendance during the Summer term.

May, had the best attendance that we have seen since November 2022. Well done and thank 
you for bringing your children into school regularly.

This must continue to improve!

Class attendance for the month of May 2023. Nursery is not statutory, therefore data is not included here.

Please note that we are obliged to contact the borough if a pupil has unauthorised absences that equate 
to more than 10% within a six-week period. This route will result in a Penalty Notice (PN) being 
issued or a referral to Family Services. 

If there is a reason for your child to be absent, for example sickness or medical appointments, please 
email absent@academy.thomas-s.co.uk  For absence requests, a form can be collected from the 
school office for Miss Kelly to consider.

Punctuality is also incredibly important. The classrooms open at 8.45am at which point children 
can enter and engage with learning activities - these tend to be maths revision and challenges to 
support children’s retention of maths learning.  The register is taken at 8.55am after which point 
children are marked late. School doors close at this time and children will only be able to enter via the 
front office.

We are also noticing an increasing level of parents/carers collecting their children late. 
Children should be collected promptly at the end of their school day. Any parent collecting 
after being 10 minutes late, their child may be sent to Shine Bright Club and parents/carers 
may be charged a minimum fee of £10.

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Average 
attendance

85.9% 95.9% 96.3% 94.6% 93.9% 96.7% 97% 94.2%

Reception to Year 6  (average attendance is 96.5%)

mailto:absent@academy.thomas-s.co.uk


The Mayor of London has announced funding for all pupils from Reception to Year 6 to be provided Free 
School Meals in 2023-24, this is an extension to the Universal Free School Meals currently offered to pupils 
from Reception to Year 2 and is currently being offered for the next academic year.

From September 2023, the school will be operating a compulsory school meal policy to ensure all children 
receive a free and healthy hot meal each school day which will be free to children from Reception to Year 6. 

A link to the school meals offered at Thomas’s Academy can be found here .

We still urge all families who think they may be eligible to benefits-related Free School Meal (FSM) to make 
an application through the Local Authority as the above is separate from the Pupil Premium funding we 
receive for pupils entitled to benefits-related FSM’s.

For children entitled to benefits-related FSM’s, you will also be provided with a one-off clothes grant (from 
the Local Authority) and currently will be provided with retail vouchers for over the holiday periods (from 
the School).

For every pupil entitled to benefits-related FSM, the school receives additional funding from the central 
government in the amount of £1,455 per student. This money funds valuable support like extra tuition, 
additional teaching staff or after school activities.

If you believe you may be entitled to benefits related FSM, please visit the Hammersmith & Fulham website 
and for further information regarding eligibility and to make an application;

https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/benefits/student-benefits-and-grants

Please note that applications must be made individually for each child, if you already have a child attending 
school who is entitled to FSM, this entitlement does not automatically transfer to siblings.

If you have any queries or require any support form the school, please contact the school office via email at 
info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk or call on 020 7736 2318.

The Mayor of London funding Free 
School Meals 2023-24

Foodbank
If you require a referral to the Foodbank, please let us know.

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/parents/catering
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/benefits/student-benefits-and-grants


Message from Esther Harris - Fuel Poverty and Energy Efficiency 
Lead, H&F Council

Dear Residents,  

My name is Esther and I work at Hammersmith & Fulham Council in our 
Climate  Team, supporting residents with energy bills, energy efficiency and 
other energy related issues.  

I am reaching out to let you know about a fantastic opportunity for households in  
receipt of Free School Meals to get FREE home improvements through the  
Energy Company Obligation, also known as ECO. ECO is a scheme that gives  
funding to energy suppliers to install energy-saving measures, such as loft 
insulation,  wall insulation, heating upgrades and draught-proofing.  

With energy prices remaining high, this is a great chance to get ready for Winter  
2023. Installing energy-saving measures can have huge benefits to you and 
your  household, including: 

- Reduced energy bills: Loft insulation in a terraced house, for example, can  
save a household over £300 a year on their energy bills.  

- Reduced risk from cold-related illness: There is a strong relationship  
between cold temperatures and a variety of different illnesses, and 
energy saving measures can help reduce this risk at home.  

- Improved comfort at home: Installing energy-saving measures can reduce  
draughts and improve warmth at home, making you and your family more  
comfortable through winter.  

A link to a recording of the information session held in May can be found here.

If you want to find out more about the scheme, details can be found here. 

All the 

Best,
Esther Harris
Esther.harris@lbhf.gov.uk

Local Authority Support for FSM 
Families

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NN438b9G6cQ
https://beta.lbhf.gov.uk/cost-living-support/improve-your-energy-efficiency/energy-company-obligation/eco-flexible-eligibility-statement-intent-v2


School Notices
Thinking about next academic year….

We understand this can be an anxious time for children and parents. To support a smooth 
transition, on 10th July, we are having our annual Transition Day activities. On this day, parents 
and children will find out which staff will be working in their child’s class in the following 
academic year. Also on this day, children will get to spend time with their new teacher in their 
new classroom, and, at the end of the school day, staff will be out in the playground to mingle 
with parents also. 

For those children joining our nursery and reception classes, they will be invited to their new class 
with their parents at 2pm. At 3pm, these parents will have a short  presentation in the lower hall 
to hear from our Head Teacher, Early Years Lead, Inclusion Lead and the teachers. 

Please remember that if your child is joining Year 5, they have a change in their school uniform. 
See here for information on our uniform. 

Staff will work closely to share relevant information with new teachers to aid a smooth transition. 

Music Tuition

We have a great offer of 1 to 1 and small group musical tuition sessions for Piano, Violin, Drums and 
Guitar on Tuesday, Thursday  and Friday lead by our Talent Musicians.

Please contact the school office for information on how to apply: info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk

School Council

We are delighted to announce our new School Council. The members voted in are:
Y1: Millie

Y2: Teddy and Amira
Y3: Camden and Ava
Y4: Teddy and Kobe

Y5: Mia and Prem
Congratulations to these children who are now all wearing their shiny new badges. 

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/parents/uniform
mailto:info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk


School Notices

Nursery
If your child is three years old or about to turn three and you are interested in them joining our 
nursery, please contact the school office for information on how to apply: 
info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk

Images Permission
If you haven’t yet done so, please 
take the time to consider and 
complete the images permission 
form (link below). This informs 
the school as to how we can use 
images of your child.  

https://forms.gle/MtLqzMhnen1BpDXC7

We are registered with @easyuk, so over 4000 shops and sites 
will now donate to us for FREE every time you used @easyuk 
to shop. It doesn’t cost you anything extra. Please consider 
choosing us as your chosen beneficiary. 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thomassacademy/?
utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-t1

School Notices

Sickness

It is important to minimise the spread of infection in schools as much as possible. If your child is unwell 
and has a fever, they should stay home from school or nursery until they feel better and the fever 
has resolved.  We will be asking parents to collect children who are unwell. At school, we will be helping 
children to learn about the importance of good hand hygiene and  practicing regular handwashing. Catching 
coughs and sneezes in tissues then binning them is another simple way to help stop illness from spreading 
which we will be encouraging. 

We ask that if someone in your family is presenting with symptoms of COVID, you test for COVID. If a 
child tests positive, please let the office know and keep your child home for 5 days please. We appreciate your 
cooperation with this. Unfortunately, we do not have COVID tests at school, they will need to be purchased 
from stores. 

If your child has sickness or diarrhea, they should remain at home for 48 hours after the last episode. Thank 
you for your cooperation to help stop the spread of sickness in our community. 

mailto:info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk
https://forms.gle/MtLqzMhnen1BpDXC7
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thomassacademy/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-t1
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thomassacademy/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-t1


School Notices



School Notices



Miss Kelly, Head Teacher, is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Deputies 
(DDSL) Mrs James, Miss Wood, Ms Moss and Miss Shen. 

To find our more about our approach to Safeguarding, you can read the Safeguarding 
policy, plus others, on our website: 

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/policies-outcomes/school-policies

We have a new Safeguarding email address should you wish to contact the 
Safeguarding Team at school. It’s tacsafeguarding@academy.thomas-s.co.uk. 

At Thomas’s Academy, Safeguarding is our top priority. Please let one of the 
safeguarding leads know if you have any safeguarding concerns. Confidentiality is 

important so we encourage speaking to these adults directly or to Children’s Services 
directly. 

Contact Details

Please let the office know on info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk if you change any personal details 
such as your email address or phone number in order that you receive all our communications. We 
require at least two contacts for all children. Also, please let us know if someone different is 
collecting your child. These are important measures to keep your children safe. 

Safeguarding

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/policies-outcomes/school-policies
mailto:tacsafeguarding@academy.thomas-s.co.uk
mailto:info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk


Parent Teacher Association 
(PTA)

Dear Parents and carers,

As children leave the school, many parents who are involved and active with the Parent 
Teacher Association move on as well. Sadly, this is the case for myself, as both of my 
boys will be starting a new school in the Autumn. Therefore, the group needs a new 
leader or group of leaders. 

Have you been wanting to form a stronger connection within the school and its staff? 
Have you thought that you’d like to help create lasting memories with your children 
during their primary school years? Do you have fun event and activity ideas that you’d 
like to help implement? Any fundraising efforts or ideas to share? Please help keep our 
Parents’ Group running by stepping forward for a role as either Chair or even 
Co-Chair!! Bring a friend or many! The team is in integral part of the school 
community with its main goal being to enhance and encourage every child to have a 
memorable, enriched, and enjoyable experience during their primary years. Your 
children will love seeing you take part in these memories. 

The teachers and support staff need the Parent Teacher Association to help achieve and 
fund their new ideas and initiatives. It’s also just a great way to make new connections 
and friends! Please let myself, Miss Kelly, or Mrs James know if you are able to take on a 
role! The school needs you!

Danielle Scarantino
dcsb0205@gmail.com



Inclusion

http://search3.openobjects.com/kb5/lbhf/fis/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/transitioning-into-the-right-care-at-the-right-time-in-the-right-place-tickets-624257499987
http://search3.openobjects.com/kb5/lbhf/fis/advice.page?id=2XFxxc7fIqk&localofferchannel=0
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/lbhf/fis/files/send_who_s_who.pdf
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/lbhf/fis/files/asd_infographic.pdf


Inclusion



Inclusion



Inclusion Top Tips:
Addressing Anxiety  

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/blog/how-to-make-a-worry-box-a-guide-for-parents/
https://www.my-mind.tv/videos/78279?app=3DEB670F-0666-8431-0519-A1950C646727&utm_source=CYP+Bulletin&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=CYP+Bulletin&utm_id=CYP+Bulletin
https://hfehmind.jotform.com/210523186902955


Recommended Reads

Who better to get book recommendations 
from, than the children themselves!

Here are some links to their 
favourites so far:

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

You’ll also find some great 
recommendations for all ages here.

Reading at Thomas’s Academy
'Reading for pleasure is the single most important thing that will make a child successful in life.' UNESCO, 2011  

Reading Records

All pupils, from Reception to Year 6, have 
a Reading Record where all home reading is 

recorded. Reading Records, along with a 
child’s reading book must be brought into 
school daily, to facilitate writing and any 

extra reading that takes place.

Reception and KS1 – comments to be made 
by an adult

KS2 – comments to be made by the child

Pupils are expected to record                          
at least 5 times a week. 

Parent and Carer Story Time

Each class now has a 15 minute time slot, where 
parents and carers can come in and read to their 

child’s class.

If you would like to take part, please get in touch 
with your child’s class teacher.

Volunteer Readers

If you can spare an hour or so a week during 
school hours, please contact: 

vritchie@thomassfoundation.org.uk

No experience is needed.                                      
You will receive training and a DBS check will 

be organised for you. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16IEuEjbw1wQkRZwzXPbYWO5cKD7tvRuBqyfLi1y-49E/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aKnjXgjBiyCRAUEEaOcAq_GJ8qmR7neIQOIUGjp4EVk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ym3X6WkAieavABet2bQG1CljJYAeu6oZgF3nttKfqoI/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n745EdJNSW3yz7tKAqAwr5X_EnfbcBkOjpCgyyl27WQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cWZq6SpCwe8s-3oFZQIejYJvFQOuaWZcPe9TMR-d8zA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q9UufVaOQBZSEOXjXY6O7rvuXELCN9V9ZTNMjON9pww/edit
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/browse-by-age
mailto:vritchie@thomassfoundation.org.uk


Writing at Thomas’s Academy
Could you be next month's Writer of the Month? 

Year 1 to 6, if you love to write, and choose to do so in your own time, make sure 
you post your writing into our 'writer's box' that now sits in the school library.  It can 

be any type of writing, from a poem to a short  story to a nonfiction piece.  

Every month, Miss Wood will collect the entries.  Winners will receive a certificate 
and have their work displayed proudly in our newsletter  for all to admire!

MAY’S WRITERS OF THE MONTH

Alice, Year 2



Writing at Thomas’s Academy

MAY’S WRITERS OF THE MONTH

Kiko, Year 4



Learn to Learn
Our focus for this half term is BE COLLABORATIVE.  

Children need to be able to work effectively as part of a team. Further, competence in this 
area allows children to complete more challenging tasks than they would be able to do 

independently. Learning to communicate with others, assume different roles and plan an 
order of work are key.



Digital Learning

Y3 Digital Learning using
Adobe Express

Year 3 have been working hard on creating non-chronological reports on using their desktop 
publishing skills. They conducted research into a significant person and then used their skills 

to create a digital design!

https://www.adobe.com/express/


Local Activities



Local Activities
Parsons Green Fair

Parsons Green Fair is an annual family event for the whole community and takes place every year on the first 
Saturday in July.  This year, the date is 1st July. 

 
The event celebrates the local Fulham community and is a wonderful opportunity to meet your neighbours, 

enjoy energetic performances, plenty of attractions and some great food.
 

In addition, there are over 100 stalls showcasing everything from monogrammed wash bags to Indian kaftans, 
organic dog food, jewellery and antiques.

 
On stage, Thomas’s Academy Irish Dancers will be performing at 2.30pm as well as other local groups. 

 
Please do support the next Parsons Green Fair on Saturday 1st July 2023.

www.parsonsgreenfair.org

To advertise here, please contact the office on info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk

mailto:info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk

