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Upcoming  Dates 
(live version available on the website)

March 2024
1st PTA morning tea

Year 2 and Year 6 Gardening

4th Year 3 trip to Tate Modern

5th Year 3 swimming

6th School Tour

7th World Book Day (see details below)

8th International Women’s Day,      
Year 4 and Year 5  Gardening

11th Year 4 Trip to Hayward Gallery

12th School photos - Individuals,
Year 3 swimming

13th School Photos - Siblings,      School Tour

14th Iftar Celebration - all invited (see flyer)

15th Red Nose Day - children may wear red - contributions to Comic Relief can be made here
Year 1 and Year 3 Gardening

18th Parents Meetings
Year 5 talk with Nurse Polly

19th Parents Meeting
Year 3 swimming

20th School Tour
Creative Festival TBC

22nd Year 6 Junior Citizenship Scheme trip
Year 2 and Year 6 gardening
After-school extra-curricular clubs finish for the term

25th - 26th Religious Education Days

25th Reception and Y5 Outdoor Learning
MIND - online safety parent workshop

26th Year 2 and Year 4 Outdoor Learning
Year 3 swimming

27th - 28th Design Technology. Days

27th Year 1 and Year 6 Outdoor Learning
School Tour

28th Year 3 Outdoor Learning
Easter Egg Hunt (organised by the P.T.A.)
School finishes at 2pm

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/parents/calendar
https://donation.comicrelief.com/cart/1YsYOwm2pHZgBUhWr8ZL13


February’s Attendance

Reception to Year 6 average attendance was 94.1% (+2.7% increase on last 
month) from Reception to Year 6.  This is a really positive step forward 
towards our goal of 95% average.
Please check the website for our term dates to ensure that you can plan family 
holidays without interrupting your child’s education.

MOMENTS MATTER, ATTENDANCE COUNTS

Class attendance for the month of February 2024. Nursery is not statutory, therefore data is 
not included here.

Please note that we are obliged to contact the Local Authority if a pupil has unauthorised 
absences that equate to more than 10% within a six-week period. This route will result in a 
Penalty Notice (PN) being issued or a referral to Family Services. 

If there is a reason for your child to be absent, for example sickness or medical 
appointments, please email absent@academy.thomas-s.co.uk  For absence requests, a 
form can be collected from the school office for Miss Kelly to consider.

Punctuality is also incredibly important. The classrooms open at 8.45am at which 
point children can enter and engage with learning activities - these tend to be maths 
revision and challenges to support children’s retention of maths learning.  The register is 
taken at 8.55am after which point children are marked late. School doors close at this time 
and children will only be able to enter via the front office.

Children should be collected promptly at the end of their school day. Any parent 
collecting after being 10 minutes late, their child may be sent to Shine Bright 
Club and parents/carers may be charged a minimum fee of £10.

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Average 
attendance

94% 95.3% 94.8% 92% 96.8% 93.3% 92.7% 94.1%

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/parents/term-dates
mailto:absent@academy.thomas-s.co.uk


Improving school attendance is 
everyone’s business and, to tackle 
the challenge we face, we need to 
work together. In January 2024, 
Government launched a national 
campaign to remind parents and 
carers of the importance of 
school attendance.

The campaign strapline is 
“moments matter, attendance 
counts”. Messaging for the 
communications have been 
developed from research into 
parental attitudes, as well as two 
local authority pilots at the end 
of 2023.

Government campaign to improve attendance



The Beat the Street Game starts on 28th February. If you haven’t yet 
started, please join now, as the more miles our children walk, scoot, 
cycle, run or wheel, the more we can earn money for books or play 
equipment.

Your child should have brought home a card and map which is all 
you need to start the game.
  
Check out the Beat the Street website  or watch this one minute clip 
for more information.

The children were super excited to take part, so I hope you have fun, 
keeping fit and exploring our local area.

‘Beat the Street’
28/2/24- 10/4/24

https://www.beatthestreet.me/westreading/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJbOghMQ5ZM&t=2s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NbfnqQKJbg6zrKh5dvB2hx9F1ACYlRK6/view


Behaviour

Above are just some of the ways children are rewarded for good behaviour at Thomas’s Academy. 
We would like to share again,  the ways in which we respond to unacceptable behaviour.

For minor incidents, children will receive: 
● First Reminder
● Second Reminder
● Internal Reflection (5/10 minutes) - this will involve a behaviour note being sent home.

After their reflection, children will be able to join their class with the learning. If children receive three behaviour notes 
in one half-term, parents will be invited in for a meeting to discuss the behaviour and how we might work together to 
change the pattern of behaviour. 

For more serious incidents, senior leaders will speak to the child involved. It is likely that parents will be contacted by 
Mrs James or Miss Kelly and  will be invited to a meeting. The child will be given external reflection time (time out of 
the class). 

Some children will have a personal positive behaviour plan (PBP) tailored to their needs. Parents will be invited to 
contribute to this. 



School Notices

SchoolMoney Unpaid Balances
The school continues to chase outstanding balances on School moneying balances for Clubs/Shine 
Bright/Breakfast Club and lunch money from previous year(s).
Please can all families check their School Money accounts and ensure that any outstanding balances are cleared as 
soon as possible.
In order to ensure families do not fall into arrears, parents will not be able to book onto clubs/wraparound care if 
there are any outstanding balances for these.

Annual Permission/Consent  Forms
If you haven’t yet done so, please complete the annual 
permission form (links below x2). These 
permission/consents covers a range of school 
activities, such as trips and photo use. The second 
form for Seesaw and Tapestry.
Click here to access the Trips, IT and Photo Form  
Click her to access the Internal Media Form

We are registered with @easyuk, so over 4000 
shops and sites will now donate to us for 
FREE every time you used @easyuk to shop. 
It doesn’t cost you anything extra. Please 
consider choosing us as your chosen 
beneficiary. 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/tho
massacademy/?utm_campaign=raise-mor
e&utm_content=gs-t1

Playground Equipment
The new playground equipment is very popular. 

Whilst we are happy for children to use the 
equipment before and after school, it is important 

that children are supervised by those who are 
collecting children. This will prevent children 

being hurt. Many thanks for your cooperation. 

chick

MIND Online Safety Workshop for parents
On Monday 25th March at 9am, Rob from MIND will presenting 
a parent workshop on Online Safety. This is open to all parents. 

All children from Year 1 have access to EdShed. Children are able to access spelling and maths learning at home as 
well as school. For some time now, we have been giving certificates out each Friday for children who have been 
making lots of effort on EdShed. If you are struggling to access this, please speak to your class teacher. 

https://forms.gle/JZpWoByDSpaVnDN78
https://forms.gle/PwHpuR5LjgXZiwZf8
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thomassacademy/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-t1
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thomassacademy/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-t1
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thomassacademy/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-t1


School Notices

School Catering
We are very proud to announce that school has successful awarded our catering contract to Lunchtime Co. 

With over 20 years of experience in the school lunch sector, their approach is simple, offering excellent food and 
service delivered by engaged and happy staff. They passionately believe that lunchtime should be an enjoyable, 
social experience that imparts an understanding and appreciation of food and eating. We strongly believe that 

Lunchtime Company will provide an excellent offer for all our children.

https://www.lunchtime.co.uk/


Wrap-Around Care at 
Thomas’s Academy



Miss Kelly, Head Teacher, is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Deputies 
(DDSL) are Mrs James, Miss Wood, Ms O’Riordan and Miss Shen. 

To find our more about our approach to Safeguarding, you can read the Safeguarding 
policy, plus others, on our website: 

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/policies-outcomes/school-policies

We have a new Safeguarding email address should you wish to contact the 
Safeguarding Team at school. It’s tacsafeguarding@academy.thomas-s.co.uk. 

At Thomas’s Academy, Safeguarding is our top priority. Please let one of the 
safeguarding leads know if you have any safeguarding concerns. Confidentiality is 

important so we encourage speaking to these adults directly or to Children’s Services 
directly. 

Contacts and Collection

Please let the office know on info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk if you change any personal details 
such as your email address or phone number in order that you receive all our communications. We 
require at least two contacts for all children. Also, please let us know if someone different is 
collecting your child or after school arrangements have changed. These are important measures to 
keep your children safe. For your information, only children in Year 6 are permitted to leave school 
at 3.30pm unaccompanied. 

Safeguarding

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/policies-outcomes/school-policies
mailto:tacsafeguarding@academy.thomas-s.co.uk
mailto:info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk


World Book Day takes place on Thursday 7th March 2024. World Book Day celebrates the 
joy and value of books and reading, especially for children. With this in mind, we hope to 

make it a special event in our school calendar. To help get them started on their reading 
journey, every child will receive a £1 World Book Day Book Token that can be exchanged for 
special £1 World Book Day books or used to get £1 off any book, costing £2.99 or more. You 

can find out more about the books at: worldbookday.com/books.

We are constantly endorsing the importance of and pleasure in reading, so on World Book 
Day we would like your support with the activities below.

Book Character Catwalk

The children are asked to come to school dressed as a character from a book. There will be a 
sharing assembly and prizes for best homemade costume.

Parents & Carers’ Story Time

As this was so successful during National Storytelling Week, we would like to again invite 
parents and carers to come in and read a story to their child’s class.  You can bring in a book 
from home or pick one from the class library.  If you would like to read to your child’s class, 

please email your child’s teacher to organise a time.  

Thomas’s Academy’s Book Quiz of the Year

We have a very special event this year - ‘Thomas’s Academy’s Book Quiz of the Year!’  
All children will have the opportunity to take part in a quiz all about their favourite books.  

Encourage your child to read as much as they can before the event, to give them the best 
possible chance to win a prize!

https://www.worldbookday.com/books/


Learn to Learn
Our focus for this half term is BE REFLECTIVE.  

To be able to make lasting improvements, pupils have to have a self-awareness of their 
learning. Being reflective involves evaluating their work, developing the ability to 

constructively criticise themselves and choosing their own way forward. 



Digital Learning

We are committed to keeping children safe online and supporting parents with 
ways to embed these strategies at home.

Please use the links below for any necessary support.

Parental Support

‘Things change so fast online, it’s 
hard to keep up with what my child 

is doing’

‘My child keeps asking to play a 
game, or download an app that I 

don’t know about, what can I do?’

‘My child is asking for a new device 
and I’m not sure they’re ready for 

one’

‘My child is keen to share content 
and make a change online. How can 

I help them achieve this safely?’

‘How to make a report online’

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/things-change-so-fast-online-its-hard-to-keep-up-with-what-my-child-is-doing-2
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/things-change-so-fast-online-its-hard-to-keep-up-with-what-my-child-is-doing-2
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/things-change-so-fast-online-its-hard-to-keep-up-with-what-my-child-is-doing-2
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/my-child-keeps-asking-to-play-a-game
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/my-child-keeps-asking-to-play-a-game
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/my-child-keeps-asking-to-play-a-game
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/my-child-is-asking-for-a-new-device-and-im-not-sure-theyre-ready-for-one
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/my-child-is-asking-for-a-new-device-and-im-not-sure-theyre-ready-for-one
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/my-child-is-asking-for-a-new-device-and-im-not-sure-theyre-ready-for-one
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/my-child-is-keen-to-share-content-and-make-a-change-online-how-can-i-help-them-achieve-this-safely
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/my-child-is-keen-to-share-content-and-make-a-change-online-how-can-i-help-them-achieve-this-safely
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/my-child-is-keen-to-share-content-and-make-a-change-online-how-can-i-help-them-achieve-this-safely
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2024/parents-and-carers/how-to-make-a-report-online


P.T.A.



Community Notices


