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Upcoming  Dates (live version available 

on the website)

May

1st May Day Bank Holiday (School closed)

2nd Strike by the NEU - Nursery, Year 5 and 6 open only
Music Tuition - Piano, Guitar and Drumming

3rd Year 5 and 6 to Hurlingham Club
School Tour

4th Coronation Celebration Day
Year 1 and 4 Gardening sessions
Music Tuition - Violin

5th London Fire Brigade visiting Year 1 and 2
Year 2 and 5 Gardening sessions
Music Tuition - Piano

8th Additional Bank Holiday (school closed)

9th Year 3 Swimming
Music Tuition - Piano, Guitar and Drumming

9th - 12th Year 6 Standardised Assessment Tasks (SATs)

10th Year 5 and 6 to Hurlingham Club
School Tour

11th Year 5 Maths Challenge and Emmanuel School
Music Tuition - Violin

12th International Food Festival organised by the PTA - children may wear 
colours from their country (see information below)
Year 2 and 4 Gardening session
Music Tuition - Piano

15th Year 5 trip to Fulham Girls’ School
School Council presentations

16th Year 3 Swimming
Music Tuition - Piano, Guitar and Drumming

17th School Tour
Year 5 and 6 to Hurlingham Club

18th Music Tuition - Violin

19th Thomas’s Fulham Community Day at the Academy
Y1 and 3 Gardening session
Music Tuition - Piano

23rd Year 3 Swimming
Music Tuition - Piano, Guitar and Drumming

24th Year 5  Royal Festival Hall
Year 5 and 6 to Hurlingham Club
School Tour

25th Music Tuition - Violin

26th Stay and Share Afternoon
Music Tuition - Piano

29th Half-term



Upcoming  Dates (live version available 

on the website)

June

5th Children return to school

6th Year 3 swimming
Music Tuition - Piano, Guitar and Drumming

7th School Tour
Year 5 and 6 to Hurlingham Club

8th Music Tuition - Violin

9th Music Tuition - Piano

12th Key Stage 2 Author Workshop

13th Year 3 swimming
Music Tuition - Piano, Guitar and Drumming

14th School Tour
Year 5 and 6 to Hurlingham Club

15th Barnes Children’s Literature Festival Years 1, 2, 3. 
Music Tuition - Violin

16th Thomas’s Fulham Community Day at the Academy
Barnes Children’s Literature Festival Years 4, 5, 6. 
Music Tuition - Piano

20th Year 3 Swimming
Music Tuition - Piano, Guitar and Drumming

21st School Tour
Year 4 Trip to Thomas’s Clapham for a DT project
Year 5 / 6 to Hurlingham Club

22nd Sports Day at South Park
Music Tuition - Violin

23rd Music Tuition - Piano

27th Year 3 swimming
Music Tuition - Piano, Guitar and Drumming

28th School Tour
Year 4 Art Buddies at Thomas’s Clapham
Year 5 and 6 to Hurlingham Club

29th Music Tuition - Violin

30th Music Tuition - Piano



Attendance and Punctuality 
The attendance rate for the children at Thomas’s Academy has historically been high because you 
value your child's education and you know each day is important. However this academic year, our 
attendance figures have fallen below national average for the first time. 

This is incredibly disappointing, as I’m sure you’ll agree. Illness has certainly played a big factor in this, 
especially at the tail end of the Autumn term. Spring term attendance was similar to Autumn. Let's 
work together to make sure the ambition remains for excellent attendance during the Summer term.

.

Class attendance for the month of April 2023. Nursery is not statutory, therefore data is not included here.

Please note that we are obliged to contact the borough if a pupil has unauthorised absences that equate 
to more than 10% within a six-week period. This route will result in a Penalty Notice (PN) being 
issued or a referral to Family Services. 

If there is a reason for your child to be absent, for example sickness or medical appointments, please 
email absent@academy.thomas-s.co.uk  For absence requests, a form can be collected from the 
school office for Miss Kelly to consider.

Punctuality is also incredibly important. The classrooms open at 8.45am at which point children 
can enter and engage with learning activities - these tend to be maths revision and challenges to 
support children’s retention of maths learning.  The register is taken at 8.55am after which point 
children are marked late. School doors close at this time and children will only be able to enter via the 
front office.

We are also noticing an increasing level of parents/carers collecting their children late. Children should 
be collected promptly at the end of their school day. Any parent collecting after being 10 minutes late, 
their child may be sent to Shine Bright Club and parents/carers may be charged a minimum fee of £10.

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

88.8% 88.6% 95.8% 93.1% 85.6% 92.9% 88.7%

Reception to Year 6  (average attendance is 96.5%)

Average Attendance 
(%)

Authorised (%) Unauthorised (%) PA
(Below 90% attendance) 
(%)

Aut term 2022 92.6 6.4 1.5 27.5

Spring term 2023 91.7 5.4 2.9 28

mailto:absent@academy.thomas-s.co.uk


Stay and Share Afternoon 

Stay and Share My Learning: Friday, 

26th May 2023 from 1.40pm

To manage the numbers, we would ask that only one parent 
or carer visits per family. 

The children will have chosen pieces of work they are most proud of and marked it in 
their books with post it notes.

Your focus will be on sharing and praising your child for their effort and their progress 
so far this year, discussing all the interesting things they have learned. This will not be 
the right opportunity to have any in depth discussion with your child's teacher about 
their learning so please do not expect this.

If you have more than one child, please visit each one in their classroom's individually 
(staff will guide you to the right place) before collecting them all together and leaving. 
You are free to leave with them before the end of the school day if you wish. That 
weekend is a bank holiday weekend and marks the beginning of half term, so it may 
offer you the opportunity to make the most of the time.



We would like to encourage all families who think they may be eligible to benefits-related Free School Meal 
(FSM) to make an application through the Local Authority. 

Not only will you receive a Free School from the date your application is successful, you will also be provided 
with a one-off clothes grant (from the Local Authority) and currently will be provided with retail vouchers 
for over the holiday periods (from the School).

For every pupil entitled to benefits related FSM, the school receives additional funding from the central 
government in the amount of £1,455 per student. This money funds valuable support like extra tuition, 
additional teaching staff or after school activities.

Families may be eligible for free school meals and clothing grants if they receive the following benefits: 
●        Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
●        income support
●        income based jobseeker’s allowance
●        income related employment and support allowance
●        support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
●        the guarantee element of pension credit
●        working tax credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for working tax credit)
●        child tax credit (with no working tax credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190.

If you believe you may be entitled to benefits related FSM, please visit the Hammersmith & Fulham website 
and to make an application;

https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/benefits/student-benefits-and-grants

Please note that applications must be made individually for each child, if you already have a child attending 
school who is entitled to FSM, this entitlement does not automatically transfer to siblings.

If you have any queries or require any support form the school, please contact the school office via email at 
info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk or call on 020 7736 2318.

Free School Meal (FSM) Information 
for Parents

Foodbank
If you require a referral to the Foodbank, please let us know.

https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/benefits/student-benefits-and-grants


Coronation Celebrations

We will be celebrating King Charles III's Coronation as a whole school together on Thursday 4th May 2023.

Please can your child wear their normal school uniform that day with a twist of added red, white and blue. This could be 
union jack socks, funky headbands/hair, face paint, red, white and blue ties etc. The school kitchen are helping us to 
prepare a 'Coronation Street Party', where we will all eat our lunch in the back playground. A big thank you to one of our 
parents,  Ms Hault, for donating tablecloths for our street party.  Fingers crossed, the weather is kind to us!

For home learning, children have been decorating some bunting to decorate the classroom and shared spaces in the 
school. Look out for union jack bunting going up in the front playground this week!

In addition to the home learning, we invited all children to participate in our 
'King's Coronation Art Competition 2023'. We have been overwhelmed 
with the talent shown by young artists at our school. The winners will be 
revealed in assembly on Friday 5th May.

Thank you for your continued support. We hope you enjoy the bank holiday 
weekend celebrating the coronation.



School Notices

Staff Training

I wanted to share with you some training that staff have been engaging with this academic 
year. At Thomas’s Academy, we believe in growth of the whole community so are 
committed to training staff to upskill them in areas relevant to their responsibilities. 
Training is selected based on the needs of the staff member and the vision and needs of the 
school. In addition to training listed below,  many staff members are individually studying 
for professional qualifications such as National Professional Qualification for Head 
Teachers or Senior Leaders. Here’s a list of some training all/some of our staff have accessed 
this year:

● First Aid
● Positive Handling
● Prevent (whole school)
● Unconscious Bias (whole school - 2 sessions)
● Attachment Theory
● Safeguarding in Education - Level 1 (whole school)
● Phonics Training (Read Write Inc) (whole school)
● Safer Recruitment 
● Educational Visits
● Autism
● Health and Safety in Education 
● Emotion Coaching

Music Tuition

We have a great offer of 1 to 1 and small group musical tuition sessions for Piano, Violin, Drums and 
Guitar on Tuesday, Thursday  and Friday lead by our Talent Musicians.

Please contact the school office for information on how to apply: info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk

mailto:info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk


School Notices

Nursery
If your child is three years old or about to turn three and you are interested in them joining our 
nursery, please contact the school office for information on how to apply: 
info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk

Images Permission
If you haven’t yet done so, please 
take the time to consider and 
complete the images permission 
form (link below). This informs 
the school as to how we can use 
images of your child.  

https://forms.gle/MtLqzMhnen1BpDXC7

We are registered with @easyuk, so over 4000 shops and sites 
will now donate to us for FREE every time you used @easyuk 
to shop. It doesn’t cost you anything extra. Please consider 
choosing us as your chosen beneficiary. 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thomassacademy/?
utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-t1

School Notices

Sickness

It is important to minimise the spread of infection in schools as much as possible. If your child is unwell 
and has a fever, they should stay home from school or nursery until they feel better and the fever 
has resolved.  We will be asking parents to collect children who are unwell. At school, we will be helping 
children to learn about the importance of good hand hygiene and  practicing regular handwashing. Catching 
coughs and sneezes in tissues then binning them is another simple way to help stop illness from spreading 
which we will be encouraging. 

We ask that if someone in your family is presenting with symptoms of COVID, you test for COVID. If a 
child tests positive, please let the office know and keep your child home for 5 days please. We appreciate your 
cooperation with this. Unfortunately, we do not have COVID tests at school, they will need to be purchased 
from stores. 

If your child has sickness or diarrhea, they should remain at home for 48 hours after the last episode. Thank 
you for your cooperation to help stop the spread of sickness in our community. 

mailto:info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk
https://forms.gle/MtLqzMhnen1BpDXC7
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thomassacademy/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-t1
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thomassacademy/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-t1


School Notices



School Notices



Miss Kelly, Head Teacher, is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Deputies 
(DDSL) are Mr Chester, Mrs James, Miss Wood, Ms Moss and Miss Shen. 

To find our more about our approach to Safeguarding, you can read the Safeguarding 
policy, plus others, on our website: 

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/policies-outcomes/school-policies

We have a new Safeguarding email address should you wish to contact the 
Safeguarding Team at school. It’s tacsafeguarding@academy.thomas-s.co.uk. 

At Thomas’s Academy, Safeguarding is our top priority. Please let one of the 
safeguarding leads know if you have any safeguarding concerns. Confidentiality is 

important so we encourage speaking to these adults directly or to Children’s Services 
directly. 

Contact Details

Please let the office know on info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk if you change any personal details 
such as your email address or phone number in order that you receive all our communications. We 
require at least two contacts for all children. Also, please let us know if someone different is 
collecting your child. These are important measures to keep your children safe. 

Safeguarding

https://www.academy.thomas-s.co.uk/policies-outcomes/school-policies
mailto:tacsafeguarding@academy.thomas-s.co.uk
mailto:info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk


School Council



Inclusion

http://search3.openobjects.com/kb5/lbhf/fis/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0


Inclusion



Inclusion



Inclusion
The older children had an assembly on Neurodiversity and celebrated our unique 
strengths and differences. We talked about ways we can respect our differences and 
how we can help each other to learn.

Click on the pictures below

Year 3 wrote some facts about Temple Grandin.

http://www.viewpure.com/YeamHE6Kank?start=0&end=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbwRrVw-CRo
http://www.viewpure.com/11r7CFlK2sc?start=0&end=0


Inclusion

Stories are a great way to explore how we learn and think in different 
ways. Year 2 read Meesha Makes Friends and created posters

Useful websites:

https://www.neurodiversityweek.com

https://www.autism.org.uk

https://adhdfoundation.org.uk

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk

https://dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk

Draw a friend  and 
write in one colour 
things they are good at 
and write in another 
colour things they find 
tricky. 

https://www.neurodiversityweek.com/
https://www.autism.org.uk/
https://adhdfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
https://dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/


Inclusion



Inclusion



Inclusion Top Tips: 
Communication 



Recommended Reads

Who better to get book recommendations 
from, than the children themselves!

Here are some links to their 
favourites so far:

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

You’ll also find some great 
recommendations for all ages here.

Reading at Thomas’s Academy
'Reading for pleasure is the single most important thing that will make a child successful in life.' UNESCO, 2011  

Reading Records

All pupils, from Reception to Year 6, have 
a Reading Record where all home reading is 

recorded. Reading Records, along with a 
child’s reading book must be brought into 
school daily, to facilitate writing and any 

extra reading that takes place.

Reception and KS1 – comments to be made 
by an adult

KS2 – comments to be made by the child

Pupils are expected to record                          
at least 5 times a week. 

Parent and Carer Story Time

Each class now has a 15 minute time slot, where 
parents and carers can come in and read to their 

child’s class.

If you would like to take part, please get in touch 
with your child’s class teacher.

Volunteer Readers

If you can spare an hour or so a week during 
school hours, please contact: 

vritchie@thomassfoundation.org.uk

No experience is needed.                                      
You will receive training and a DBS check will 

be organised for you. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16IEuEjbw1wQkRZwzXPbYWO5cKD7tvRuBqyfLi1y-49E/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aKnjXgjBiyCRAUEEaOcAq_GJ8qmR7neIQOIUGjp4EVk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ym3X6WkAieavABet2bQG1CljJYAeu6oZgF3nttKfqoI/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n745EdJNSW3yz7tKAqAwr5X_EnfbcBkOjpCgyyl27WQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cWZq6SpCwe8s-3oFZQIejYJvFQOuaWZcPe9TMR-d8zA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q9UufVaOQBZSEOXjXY6O7rvuXELCN9V9ZTNMjON9pww/edit
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/browse-by-age
mailto:vritchie@thomassfoundation.org.uk


Writing at Thomas’s Academy
Could you be next month's Writer of the Month? 

Year 1 to 6, if you love to write, and choose to do so in your own time, make sure 
you post your writing into our 'writer's box' that now sits in the school library.  It can 

be any type of writing, from a poem to a short  story to a nonfiction piece.  

Every month, Miss Wood will collect the entries.  Winners will receive a certificate 
and have their work displayed proudly in our newsletter  for all to admire!

APRIL’S WRITER OF THE MONTH

Naima, Year 5

Haile, Year 1



Learn to Learn
Our focus for this half term is BE INQUISITIVE.  

A sense of curiosity and interest in the world around them is essential if pupils are to develop 
into lifelong learners. Consequently, Thomas’s Academy aims to engender a willingness and 

ability to ask and answer questions about the world around us.



Digital Learning

Spotlight on
Roblox

Here is some information about Roblox, a popular game that many 
primary - age children are familiar with.

What is Roblox?
“Roblox is an online gaming platform where you can play games designed by other 
users and create and share your own games. Once you sign up, you can play an infinite 
number of games and chat with other users—all for free. You can choose from a 
continually evolving supply of creative and fun challenges in various categories, from 
murder mysteries to sports to fighting games.” - Common Sense Media

What age is Roblox for?
“Roblox doesn't specify a minimum age. Users of any age can create and join groups, 
chat, and interact with others. Such an open approach can pose some risks to kids, 
especially younger ones. And though Roblox has some safety precautions in place, it 
remains a target for people with less-than-good intentions.” - Common Sense Media

Still, because of the learning potential Roblox offers, Common Sense Media rates it OK 
for users age 13+. Help your kids protect themselves by enabling privacy settings and 
teaching them how to be safe online.

More information can be found here

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-roblox
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-roblox
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-roblox


Thomas’s Academy Parents (TAPs)

International Food Day and Eid Celebration 
Friday 12th May 2023

3:30pm - 5pm

Dear Parents and carers,

We are excited to announce the return of our popular annual International Food Day. This is a 
fantastic event where everyone from the Thomas’s Academy school community can share their culture 
by bringing in a dish representing their country or nationality! This year we will also be celebrating Eid 
with music, hair braiding, henna and arts & crafts.

Please prepare your traditional savoury and sweet culinary delights and bring them to the school for 
others to taste and experience new flavours from around the world. 

If you are bringing a dish, please fill in the following form so we can plan ahead: 
https://forms.gle/f8fTys9Htg46Fjmb7

On the day, please bring all dishes to school with a serving spoon and include the name of the dish and 
country of origin plus an ingredients list. (Ingredients list template available in the office). Please ensure 
that no nuts are included in any of your dishes. 

To raise funds for student enrichment, we are asking for a £2 donation per adult attending on the day 
payable via the School Money App. All children will eat for free. We will also sell takeaway boxes for £4, 
so parents can take home their favourite foods payable by cash. 

Children may also wear national dress or the colours of their country of origin on the day in exchange for 
a £1 donation towards student enrichment payable via the School Money App.

After school care Shine Bright will run as normal. 

Kind regards, 
Thomas’s Academy Parents (TAP)

https://forms.gle/f8fTys9Htg46Fjmb7


Local Activities

Nipa App: The hassle-free way to discover and book local baby & toddler classes.

Classes are a great way to have fun with your little one and meet other parents. But finding out 
what's available in your local area isn't always straight forward. Nipa, created by two local 

Fulham mums, allows you to browse and book classes quickly and easily whilst juggling all of 
those other parental responsibilities.

Download the app today and explore a broad range of classes from Monkey Music, to Baby 
Yoga, to Little Kickers!

Available on the App Store or Google Play
www.nipa-app.com 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/nipa/id1622247416
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/SENxCElKNuAovXmcNdJXS?domain=play.google.com
http://www.nipa-app.com/


Local Activities

Parsons Green Fair

Parsons Green Fair is an annual family event for the whole community and takes place every year on the first 
Saturday in July.  This year, the date is 1st July. 

 
The event celebrates the local Fulham community and is a wonderful opportunity to meet your neighbours, 

enjoy energetic performances, plenty of attractions and some great food.
 

In addition, there are over 100 stalls showcasing everything from monogrammed wash bags to Indian 
kaftans, organic dog food, jewellery and antiques.

 
On stage, Thomas’s Academy Irish Dancers will be performing as well as other local groups. 

 
Please do support the next Parsons Green Fair on Saturday 1st July 2023.

www.parsonsgreenfair.org

To advertise here, please contact the office on info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk

mailto:info@academy.thomas-s.co.uk

